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The workmen were removed to the G-walior square,
and were employed in clearing the vaults below the
terrace there of the fallen masonry and other rubbish
that had accumulated during a century. These vaults
were more spacious and more airy than those on our
side. It was intended to fit them for the occupation of
the women and children, should the Gwalior contingent
come and besiege us. The operation of removing the
fallen rubbish was not very exciting. Our attention had
been diverted to other matters, when the report spread
of a most interesting discovery.
The reader may remember my description of the
subterranean chamber, known by the natives as the
' Crystal Hall,' by us styled the ' Grotto of Jehangire,'
and also my account of the narrow, winding staircase by
which it was reached. There was another and easier
entrance through a broad, low archway in our square.
Till quite lately this entrance had been kept closed.
To most of us it was unknown. For some reason
the doors had now been left open, and, attracted by
curiosity, some of the residents of our square wandered
in.
One of them was examining the beautiful designs
that ornamented the walls. Drawing his hand over a
flower in the pattern, he happened to tap it. To his
surprise, the plaster sounded hollow. He tapped again,
felt sure, and informed the engineer. The engineer
came, tapped also, and then sent for torches and
masons. The plaster was removed ; behind it was dis-
covered an empty recess; beyond that an archway closed
by a rough wall of loose stones. The stones were forced
out with crowbars, and there appeared a broad, straight
flight of stairs, descending by an easy incline to some
unknown depths. The party advanced cautiously down